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FROM THE PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Dear friends, 

In early 2022, Matt Chapuran and I were looking for ways to 
celebrate Lyric Stage’s upcoming 50th birthday. At the same 
time, we were discussing the many ways we worked with 
various Boston artists, and we kept returning to one area we 
wished to improve — our work with playwrights. Like that 
fateful day when someone dipped their chocolate bar in a 
tub of peanut butter, one day we put the two together, and 
concocted a plan to commission a play. 

Of course, this being our first time doing this process, it took much longer than we 
expected (Happy 51st Birthday, Lyric Stage!) and we made many mistakes along the 
way. But there were absolutely two things we did right. 

Firstly, I sat down with playwright David Valdes. During the height of the pandemic,  
we had commissioned Dave to kick off our Walking Plays project with a 10-minute 
piece. His piece beautifully set that project on its course, and we knew his was the 
voice we wanted to hear more from. Throughout this long process, Dave has been a 
kind and generous partner, and I am so grateful to him not just for his powerful words 
and this play, but for his fortitude, his patience, and frankly, his being a wonderful 
teacher — even when he shouldn’t have needed to be. 

Secondly, as our plans began to firm up, I was talking to Board of Directors member 
G. Lee Humphrey, and told him about the commission we were hoping to do. Ever 
generous, ever an unfailing supporter of the arts and Lyric Stage, Lee immediately 
offered for he and his wife, Diana, to support the commission. A few weeks ago, I had 
the privilege of attending both Lee’s memorial and the first rehearsal for The Great 
Reveal on the same day: two wonderful events, both of which spoke to and honored 
this extraordinary man, and the extraordinary good he did. Thank you, Lee — for 
everything.    

And now that we’ve started working more closely with playwrights, we don’t want 
to stop! Through our Back Stage educational program, we have continued to 
commission playwrights to create new works that we have shared with middle and 
high school students for the past three years. We look forward to commissioning two 
new writers for Back Stage, and even though many of you are not in middle or high 
school anymore, we are working on plans to share them with you next season. Inside, 
you’ll see our 2025/26 season lineup — we can’t wait to see you here!   

Courtney O’Connor, Producing Artistic Director COURTNEY O’CONNOR: NILE HAW
VER
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CAST
Paige Clark* ...........................................................................................................................................................Lexi
Arthur Gomez* ........................................................................................................................................ Christopher
Jupiter Lê* ............................................................................................................................................................Linus
Antonia Turilli* ................................................................................................................................................... Dosia

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

CONTENT WARNING:  
Adult Language.

The performance will run roughly 90 minutes  
with no intermission. 

Michael Kaye* and Remo Airaldi* in  ART (2025)

GET THE LATEST SCOOP  
& all the inside info by  
joining our email list!  

Sign up today! M
ARK S. HOW

ARD
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FROM THE DIRECTORS OF THE GREAT REVEAL

I am so happy to be directing at Lyric Stage Boston. 
I have always appreciated their dedication to local 

artists. Adding a local playwright to mix, seems like  
the next logical step in making that commitment. 
David offers us a story that packs a punch, but not 
without humor.

We live in a political climate where, as Dosia says 
“Loving purely” isn’t possible. Separating the personal 
from the political is a privileged place to be. Those 

of us who exist in marginalized communities don’t have that luxury. Until recently I think 
most of us felt validated just by being “loved,” even if we were never going to be accepted. 
Today, I believe that you can’t actually love somebody if you are also willing to actively 
legislate against them or participate in events that promote the erasure of who they are. 

Lyric Stage never shies away from a difficult conversation. For the past 15 years I have sat 
where you are sitting. I have been to many different places with characters I have loved, 
and characters that have challenged me. Lyric Stage invites us all into these complicated 
worlds. Even better, they give us the space to laugh at the best and the worst of us. I 
believe there is a lot of learning in the laughter. I invite you to lean into this story and all 
of its uncomfortable and joyous moments. I am excited to be sitting back in the audience 
with you.

Bridget Kathleen O’Leary, Director

I remember reading this script for the first time... and being absolutely terrified.  
So much of this story is about upholding loved ones to the best versions of themselves. 

As a chronic people-pleaser, David Valdes’ words felt like a dare. 

Too many plays depict characters from marginalized communities as exceedingly 
subservient to their own unfounded gratefulness at being included. The two trans 
characters in The Great Reveal both crave inclusion, yet are fully aware of the price tag 
on their dignity when they’re asked to participate in a gender reveal party, a trend which 
chops up gender-identity to the birth-assigned pink and blue binary.

What I deeply appreciate is that, in their quest to be properly respected, these characters 
are still allowed to be messy. They go behind each other’s backs, jab at their family, jest 
with each other, and there’s a cost when they cater to the arbitrary temperaments of  
their cis counterparts. This play is a hilarious comedy and one that thankfully never lets  
its LGBTQ+ characters play the straight man.

I hope this play makes you laugh... and cry... and not just from the laughter. To those 
seeking support, believe in your chosen family enough to remind them of their best  
selves. To those who can give support, and you know who you are, don't be reminded  
too many times.

Charlotte Snow, Director

KANDYCE W
HITTINGHAM

David Valdes, Bridget Kathleen O’Leary, 
and Charlotte Snow
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Paige Clark* (Lexi) – Lyric Stage: Debut. 
Actors’ Shakespeare Project: Taming of the 
Shrew (Lucentio), Macbeth (Lady Macbeth), 
Comedy of Errors (Emilia), Two Gentlemen 
of Verona (Julia). Greater Boston Stage 
Company/Front Porch Arts Collective: Three 

Musketeers (Aramis). SpeakEasy Stage Company: Allegiance 
(Mrs. Tanaka). Newton Theatre Company: We’re Gonna Die 
(Singer), The Guys (Joan). Film: A Capsule for Robin. Paige 
holds a BFA from Boston University and is currently pursu-
ing her MS from Northeastern. She is the winner of Best 
Ensemble Awards from both the First Contact Film Festival 
and the IRNE Awards. In addition to teaching and directing 
theatre at Newton South High School, Paige also sings in her 
rock band, Poor Yorick. | pooryorickboston.com

Arthur Gomez* (Christopher) – Lyric 
Stage: Assassins (Bystander), Kiss of the 
Spiderwoman (Prisoner). Gloucester Stage 
Company: The Hombres (Hector), Every 
Christmas Story Ever Told (And Then Some!) 
(Jim). Greater Boston Stage Company: Guys 

and Dolls (Nathan Detroit), Miracle on 34th Street (Mr. Macy), Last 
Night at Bowl-Mor Lanes (Ed), The Three Musketeers (Monsieur 
Bonacieux). Boston Playwright’s Theatre: Lost Tempo (John’ 
Sporty’ Dale). Moonbox Productions: Shipwrecked (Ensemble), 
Twelfth Night (Feste), Amadeus (Orsini-Rosenberg) Directing 
Credits: Greater Boston Stage Company: All Is Calm. Reagle 
Music Theatre: All Shook Up. Moonbox Productions: House of 
Ramon Iglesias, Passing Strange. My undying love and dedica-
tion to Samantha and Quinn. I am forever grateful to have you.

Jupiter Lê* (Linus) – Lyric Stage: Yellow 
Face (NWOAOC & others). Company One: 
The Interrobangers (Hoover). CHUANG 
Stage: Skinless (Ash). Moonbox Productions: 
Swan (Richard). East West Players: Interstate 
(Dash). Fresh Ink Theatre Company: Shrike 

(Micah). Northeastern University: Everybody (Death), She 
Kills Monsters (Miles). BA Northeastern University. Jupiter 
has worked with The Sống Collective, HowlRound Theatre 
Commons, NAATCO & Long Wharf Theatre, The Huntington, 
SpeakEasy Stage Company, and Asian American Playwright 
Collective (AAPC). He is a queer transmasculine Vietnamese-
American theatre-maker, a child of immigrants born, raised, 
and based on the lands of the Massachusett people known 
as Boston, MA. For liberation. | @jupiter.le | jupiterle.com

Antonia Turilli* (Dosia) – Lyric Stage: 
Debut. Greater Boston Stage Company: Tiny 
Tim’s “A Christmas Carol” (Charlotte). Alight 
Theatre Guild: The Elm Tree (Mabry). The 
Boston Conservatory: The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Nighttime (Mrs. Alexander). 

Toni can be seen in the Nickelodeon feature film Good 
Burger 2, as well as the short film Reflection, Reflection 
by Aluminum Distortions. She is a recent graduate of The 
Boston Conservatory at Berklee where she earned her BFA 
in Contemporary Theater. Toni is also a member of the final 
class of the LINK Program in their Film/TV track. | @toniturilli 
| antoniaturilli.com

David Valdes (Playwright) – Lyric Stage: The Walking Plays, 
Made You Look. Moonbox Productions, Borderlands Theater, 
Milagro, Mixed Blood Theater Company, and University 
of California at Riverside: Mermaid Hour. Company One: 
Downtown Crossing. Fresh Ink: The Last Catastrophist. Boulder 
Ensemble Theater Company: Full Code. His published plays 
include Brave Navigator and The Mermaid Hour. A past 
fellow with the The Huntington, Company One, Ensemble 
Studio Theater, Cimientos, and Boston Foundation, his plays 
have appeared in the National New Play Showcase, Orlando 
Shakes, Portland Stage Little Festival of the Unexpected, and 
others. He is the author of the young adult novels Spin Me 
Right Round, Brighter than the Moon, and Finding My Elf. | 
davidvaldeswrites.com

Bridget Kathleen O’Leary (Co-Director) – Lyric Stage: 
Debut. Bridget is a freelance director, dramaturg and theater 
educator. Since 2022 she has served as the Director of New 
Play Development for Moonbox Productions. In the Boston 
area Bridget has directed for Moonbox Productions, New 
Repertory Theatre, Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, Actors’ 
Shakespeare Project, Gloucester Stage Company, Central 
Square Theatre, Whistler in the Dark and SpeakEasy Stage 
Company. Select world premiere directing credits include 
Heartland, Ripe Frenzy (IRNE Award winner for Best New 
Play), Blackberry Winter (Elliot Norton Nomination, Best 
New Play), and Pattern of Life (IRNE Award winner for Best 
New Play). From 2008-2018 Bridget served as the Associate 
Artistic Director at New Repertory Theatre. She received her 
MFA in Directing from Boston University. Special thanks to Jo 
and Alice for all of the magic, love, and support.

Charlotte Snow (Co-Director) – Lyric Stage: Debut. Assistant 
Director: Actors’ Shakespeare Project: Hamlet (High School 
Youth Intensive). Moonbox Productions: The Mermaid Hour. 
Actor: Deadword Theatre Company: The Seagull (Konstantin), 
After Magritte (Mother). What If? Queer Creator Collaborative: 
O’Possum (Cactus), Magic Girl!... And Her Demons (Nox). 
Boston Playwright’s Theatre: Eat Your Young (Jelly). She 
will be returning to her alma mater, Boston Conservatory 
at Berklee, to direct a staged reading of Problem Like Maria 
before directing Moonbox Productions’ ten-minute play in 
the Boston Theatre Marathon. Charlotte would like to thank 
her found family, friends, mentors, and therapist for their 
uplifting love and support. 



Baron E. Pugh** (Scenic Designer) – Lyric Stage: Lighting 
Designer: Yellow Face, Assassins. Scenic Designer: Assassins, 
The Great Leap, The Light, Breath & Imagination, The Wiz. 
Off-Broadway: Out of the Box Theatrics in association 
with Ice Berg Productions: As Time Goes By. The Public 
Theater: shadow/land (associate designer). NYC: The 
Juilliard School, Drama Division: King Lear, The Tempest. 
Regional: Capital Rep: Three Mothers. Berkshire Theatre 
Group: Million Dollar Quartet, B.R.O.K.E.N code B.I.R.D 
switching. Barrington Stage: ABCD. Hartford Stage: Trouble 
in Mind. The Huntington: Associate Designer: The Grove, 
Sojourners, K-I-S-S-I-N-G, The Bluest Eye. Trinity Rep: Tiny 
Beautiful Things, Radio Golf. TheatreSquared: Detroit ‘67, 
The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity, School Girls. Baron 
is a Boston-based scenic designer for theater, opera, and 
other live performance arts.

E. Rosser (Costume Design) – Lyric Stage: Debut. Moonbox 
Productions: Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Mermaid Hour, Manic 
Monologues, The Good Deli, Jonathan, Barefoot in the 
Park. Greater Boston Stage Company: Hadestown: Teen 
Edition, Beauty and the Beast, SIX: Teen Edition, Once Upon 
a Mattress, James and the Giant Peach, The Play That Goes 
Wrong. Company One: The Interrobangers. Hub Theatre: 46 

Plays for America’s First Ladies (Costume/Puppet Design). A 
freelance costumer, puppet enthusiast, and all-around sucker 
for immersive theater, Rosser is thrilled to make her Lyric debut 
with another David Valdes piece. Thanks again to Bridget 
and Charlotte for having her along for the ride. | erosser.com

Christopher Brusberg**(Lighting Designer) – Lyric Stage: 
Sister Act, The Book of Will, Buyer and Cellar, Red Hot Patriot. 
EMERGE125 Resident Lighting Designer; Arrow Rock Lyceum: 
42nd Street, The Addams Family, Moriarty, Clue!, A Christmas 
Carol. Company One: Morning, Noon, and Night, The Boy 
Who Kissed the Sky, can I touch it?, An Octoroon. Chery Arts 
Space: As You Like It, And What Happens If I Don’t, The Shoe. 
New Repertory Theatre: Heartland, Scenes From An Adultery. 
Annapolis Opera: Trouble in Tahiti, The Magic Flute, The 
Marriage of Figaro. Tri-Cities Opera: Rigoletto, The Barber 
of Seville, The Marriage of Figaro; Opera Lafayette: Leandre 
et Hero, Io, Les Fetes de Thalie. Christopher has an MFA from 
the University of Maryland and is a proud member of USA829. 
| @ctblighting | ctblighting.com

Kai Bohlman (Sound Design & Composition) – Lyric Stage: 
The Book of Will (Assistant Sound Designer). Moonbox 
Productions: The Mermaid Hour, The Manic Monologues. 
Central Square Theater: Angels in America Part 1: Millennium 

8          WHO’S WHO * Denotes member of Actors’ Equity 
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Approaches and Part 2: Perestroika (Co-produced with 
Bedlam/Elliot Norton-nominated), CHUANG Stage: The 
Chinese Lady (Elliot Norton-nominated). Boston-based, 
Queer, audio-baddie Kai is just a human with an affinity for 
sound and sound-adjacent things and is bustling all around 
the Greater Boston area with their sound-shenaniganry. 

Emily Allinson (Props Artisan) – Lyric Stage: Noises Off. 
Merrimack Repertory Theatre: A Christmas Carol, The Porch 
on Windy Hill, The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the 
Universe, Frankenstein, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and 
Grill. Peterborough Players: Noises Off, Deathtrap, Man of 
La Mancha, and all other productions since 2018. Greater 
Boston Stage Company: Clue, Dial M for Murder, Guys and 
Dolls. Emily has been working as a Props Supervisor/Designer 
and Theatre Technician in New England since 2017.

Polly Feliciano* (Production Stage Manager) – Lyric 
Stage: Yellow Face (Production Stage Manager), Trouble 
in Mind (Production Stage Manager), Sister Act (Assistant 
Stage Manager). Trinity Repertory Company: The Prince of 
Providence, A Christmas Carol (2019), Radio Golf, A Christmas 
Carol (2021), Gem of the Ocean (Production Assistant), 
Fairview, The Inheritance Parts 1 & 2, Fences, A Christmas 
Carol (2024) (Assistant Stage Manager), Becky Nurse of 
Salem, POTUS, Someone Will Remember Us (Production 
Stage Manager). Polly is from Providence, Rhode Island and 
graduated from Rhode Island College with a BA in Theater. She 
had the privilege of being the Production Manager at Mixed 
Magic Theater in Pawtucket, RI from July 2020 until August 
2021. Polly does it all for Bucky, Bernie, Gus, and Emmy. And 
also, Hayley. | @bollyrocket24

Charlie Berry (Assistant Stage Manager) – Lyric Stage: Party 
Bots, Made You Look (Lyric Backstage), Ken Ludwig’s The 
Game’s Afoot, Sister Act, The Light. Suffolk University: She Kills 
Monsters. American Repertory Theatre: Diary of a Tap Dancer. 
SpeakEasy Stage Company: Pru Payne. Commonwealth 

Shakespeare Company: The Winter’s Tale, Macbeth. North 
End Music & Performing Arts Center: Orfeo ed Euridice, Le 
Nozze di Figaro. Company One: Morning, Noon, and Night. 
MassOpera: Caravana de mujeres. The Huntington: The 
Band’s Visit, Prayer for the French Republic. Education: BFA 
Stage & Production Management, Emerson College. Charlie 
is a freelance stage manager and technician. Special thanks 
to their friends’ cats that decorate their black clothing with 
fur for every show!

Courtney O’Connor (Producing Artistic Director) – Court-
ney joined the full-time staff of the Lyric Stage in 2018 and 
was named Artistic Director in 2020. She has directed 
several pieces for the Lyric Stage, including Be Here 
Now, The Book of Will, Preludes, Rooted, Assassins, Thirst, 
Urinetown: The Musical, and ART. Courtney was a senior 
affiliated faculty member in Performing Arts at Emerson 
College for more than 20 years. In addition to directing for 
theatres and universities, Courtney has directed multiple 
site-specific productions at locations including the Senate 
Chamber of the Massachusetts State House, Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, and Boston’s Old State House (all with Plays in 
Place). Through her work with the Coyote Theatre Project, 
she oversaw the creation of more than 200 new 10-minute 
plays written by youths from Boston. Courtney received the 
Elliot Norton Award for Assassins and The Life and Adventures 
of Nicholas Nickleby and the Alan L. Stanzler Award for 
Excellence in Teaching.

*Actors’ Equity Association (AEA) founded in 1913, rep-
resents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage 
Managers nationwide. Equity seeks to foster the art of live 
theatre as an essential component of society and advances 
the careers of its members by negotiating wages, improving 
working conditions and providing a wide range of benefits, 
including health and pension plans. Actors’ Equity is a mem-
ber of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an international 
organization of performing arts unions. | actorsequity.org

LYRIC STAGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nina Berk
Jazzmin G. Bonner
Sasha Castroverde
Richard Daynard
Amanda Eckhoff
Glenda Fishman

David Miller
Stuart Rose
Elyse Schuerman
Daniel Sternberg
Janetta Stringfellow
Susan Wilchins

Ron Sudol, President
Tim Holiner, Vice President
Patricia Aronson, Treasurer
Sharon Parisi, Clerk

Barry P. Chaiken, MD
Carmen Chan
Christopher Cook
Wendy Gutterson
Martha Hayward
Jo-An Heileman
Michelle Landers
Laura Conrad Mandel

Jo Frances Meyer
Baron Pugh
Shwetha Ravi
Joe Richard
Dick Rousseau
Janet Spitz
Emily Stidsen
Ruth Whitney

LYRIC STAGE ADVISORY COUNCIL
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**United Scenic Artists (USA-Local 829) is a labor union and 
professional association of Designers, Artists, Craftspeople, 
and Department Coordinators, organized to protect craft 
standards, working conditions and wages for the entertain-
ment and decorative arts industries. The members work in 
film, theatre, opera, ballet, television, industrial shows, com-
mercials, and exhibitions. The current active membership 
totals over 5,000. | usa829.org

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF 
Sean Doyle, Audio Supervisor
Shira Helena Gitlin, Intimacy Choreographer
Gabriel Goldman, Head Electrician
Rachael Harned, Assistant Lighting Designer
Greg Maraio, Fight Choreography
Keira O'Connor, Kathleen Shanahan,  
  Wardrobe Supervisors
Andrew Robinson, Assistant Scenic Designer

A SPECIAL THANKS FROM PLAYWRIGHT DAVID VALDES: 
Thanks to Jo Michael Rezes, Connor Wentworth, and 
Jalen Bunch, for their insight into the earliest drafts 
of the play, which helped steer the text toward what it 
would become.

SPECIAL THANKS: Moonbox Productions

THE 
Spitfire  

Grill
THE 

Spitfire  
Grill

Lyrics & Book by

FRED ALLEY 
Book & Music by

JAMES VALCQ 

APR 25-
MAY 18

A heartwarming 
musical that 

lifts up the 
beauty in second 

chances & the 
transformative 

nature of 
friendship.

Based on the film by

LEE DAVID ZLOTOFF
Directed by

ILYSE ROBBINS

 TheUmbrellaArts.org 
40 Stow Street, Concord
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“ The Great Reveal grew out of real-life 
discussions among my trans and queer 
friends during the 2020 election, as we 
debated how — or whether — to show up for 
people we love but who don’t always take 
us very seriously. I knew I wanted to write a 
comedy that would invite people to consider 
how loaded family gatherings can be, no 
matter who you are, and also how political 
division only ramps that up. The play is not a 
lesson, or a tract, but a wry look at the ways 
we try (and sometimes fail) to love each other 
through tough times.

The first professional play I ever saw was And a Nightingale Sang in Boston at Lyric 
Stage. It was the 1986/87 season and I was a 19-year-old college sophomore. I came 
back again and saw A Streetcar Named Desire and Quartermaine’s Terms. To be here 
now, in this moment premiering a play I am so very proud of is indeed a full-circle 
moment.”
              – David Valdes, March 2025

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
PLAYWRIGHT 
DAVID VALDES,  
THE GREAT 
REVEAL

David Valdes at the first  
rehearsal of The Great Reveal. 

KANDYCE W
HITTINGHAM



A change in light. 
The shift of a chair. 
The opening of a trap door. 
A change of shoes. 
The moan of a fog horn. 
Each of these seemingly minor  
changes can instantly propel  
a story in exciting, provocative,  
and uncertain new directions.  
That’s the power of stagecraft. 
So, too, can small gifts make  
big changes in the stories we tell  
and how we continue to charm,  
delight, and challenge.
As we reveal our new season,  
we invite audiences and friends  
to make magic with us
Please cast a spell with a gift  
of $25, $50 or $100 today.

Cast Spells

YES, I Want to 
Make Magic at 
Lyric Stage!  
Scan to Give.Madison Margaret Clark  

in Crumbs from the Table 
 of Joy (2024). 

M
ARK S. HOW

ARD
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Theatre  
is Magic 



By Thornton Wilder 
Directed by Courtney O’Connor

SEP 19 - OCT 19, 2025 | The day starts and ends pretty much the same way in Grover’s 
Corner. Beyond the humdrum of daily life, glimmers of joy, flickers of melancholy, 
and secret desires are hidden away in the mundane. It’s in the eyes of young lovers, 
the silence of a lonely townie’s room, and the hearts of the wild and restless. Stars 
shine over this sleepy New England town, but are dimmed when compared with the 
wonderment tucked away within the seemingly ordinary moments of this place so 
many call “home.” Even in the smallest of moments, beauty is there. The secret is to 
stop and take notice. 

Every story a love letter to the human spirit.
Many years ago, my mentor (the late Maureen Shea) was 
chatting with me about a play she was directing, and she  
said something that tickled me: “It’s a love letter, Courtney,  
a little valentine.” As I was looking at our titles for the 2025/26 
season, I realized that in fact, all of them are love letters.

And don’t we all need a little more love right now? Whether it’s reflecting back  
on what our community can mean to us and on our changing roles within it, 
revealing our deepest love (and fears) for ourselves or for those we hold dearest, 
meeting our favorite legendary literary giants in new and surprising ways, or 
simply revelling with people who decided to find a whole new way to express 
their stories, each of these titles keeps love at the center of its storytelling. 
Together, we’ll travel to Victorian and Elizabethan England (with a nod towards 
Denmark), to ancient Ithaca and modern Atlanta, and into the heart of our New 
England community — all connected by love, longing, homecomings, and 
discoveries of who and what we really are.

And let’s not forget laughter. Along with warming our hearts, each of these  
shows will tickle our souls with humor, delight, and joy (and maybe some eggs).

In truth, each opportunity we have to gather together and share a performance  
is a love letter. And I look forward to penning these with you.     

Courtney O’Connor, Producing Artistic Director

LYRIC STAGE BOSTON 2025/26
Live in the moment. Let in the joy.



By Mark Shanahan 
Directed by Ilyse Robbins

NOV 14 - DEC 21, 2025 | Moriarity is as dead as a doornail. Sherlock Holmes is 
depressed. Without his number one adversary, what’s the point of it all? Enter a 
grown-up Tiny Tim and the mysterious death of everyone’s favorite humbug and it’s 
a festive literary mash-up with surprises around every corner. This fresh and charming 
reimagining of two of the most beloved literary characters is a Dickens of a yuletide 
detective story that’s as “good as gold.” Six actors transform before your eyes in a 
playful, clever, and joyous holiday comedy that is “elementary” for a festive outing  
sure to delight audiences of all ages. 

Music, Book, & Lyrics  
by Alex Bechtel 
Book by Grace McLean 
Book by Eva Steinmetz 
Directed by Courtney O’Connor 
Music Direction by Dan Rodriguez

FEB 6 - MAR 1, 2026 | A generous glass of bourbon, a five-piece band, and ninety 
minutes is all Penelope needs to tell her side of the story as she embraces her 
heartache, loneliness, and resolve during the wait for her husband Odysseus to return 
from a seemingly endless war. Her son has disappeared. Relentless suitors prance 
before her. Days drone on as she is left to wonder who she is if she is alone. From jazz 
to folk to indie rock, Penelope dishes the dirt in a captivating cacophony of emotions 
that redefines what we might know of her through a modern lens. Erica Spyres 
(Into the Woods, Avenue Q) triumphantly returns to Lyric Stage in a tour-de-force 
performance of crystalline beauty and enlightenment.

“ I haven’t been this excited about a project in a long time  
and a huge part of that excitement comes from knowing  
the environment that Lyric Stage and Boston provides.  
A place where artists feel supported allows for the 
imagination and sense of play necessary to transport 
themselves and an audience into another world. I feel 
incredibly fortunate and inspired to work on this piece with

Courtney. She has been there from the beginning for me, co-directing The Life 
and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby, my first play in Boston. We are looking 
forward to bringing this challenging and beautiful piece to life!”   
– Erica Spyres 



Music & Lyrics by Wayne Kirkpatrick 
& Karey Kirkpatrick 
Book by Karey Kirkpatrick  
& John O’Farrell 
Directed by Ilana Ransom Toeplitz

MAY 1 - JUN 7, 2026 | Two brothers stuck in the shadow of a certain Renaissance rock 
star (Shakespeare), set forth to knock him off his perch by writing the world’s very first 
musical. A misinformed soothsayer plants the seeds for this brilliant idea as the task of 
how to upstage a literary genius without really trying hilariously unfolds. This history-
twisting mash-up of sixteenth-century Shakespeare and twenty-first-century Broadway 
is a love letter to musical theater, and all the winks and flourishes that make us feel that 
“with a musical we might have half a chance.”

By Pearl Cleage 
Directed by Jacqui Parker

MAR 20 - APR 12, 2026 | In the 1990s, actress Anna Campbell sparked a firestorm with 
a staging of August Wilson monologues performed entirely in the nude. Decades later, 
her provocative performance that changed the trajectory of her career — rises like 
a ghost — when it is to be included at a woman’s theater festival. But there’s a catch. 
A much younger and inexperienced actress whose credits are less than desirable 
has been asked to perform, causing Anna to spiral in a whirlwind of insecurity and 
hesitancy. With support from her manager and long-time friend Betty, Anna grapples 
with the choice to step aside on a road she helped to pave so that a new generation 
can continue the journey.   

Subscriber Benefits include:
   • 5-Show subscribers get the first choice of seats.

  • 3 & 4 show subscribers get first choice of seats before single tickets go on sale.
  • Savings up to 15%-20% off single ticket prices depending on package you choose.

  • Exchange your tickets for absolutely no exchange fee. 
    Plus many more!

Subscribe Today — stop by the office while you are here for the show! 
Or visit LyricStage.com | 617.585.5678



Lyric Stage promotes inclusivity &  
connection in an effort to integrate  
live theatre into the lives of all  
residents of Greater Boston.

  Affordable Price Options include:

For more information visit  
lyricstage.com/tickets/lyric-for-all.

• $30 Under 35
• $25 Side Section Seats
• $10 Student Tickets
• Senior Discount
•  Huntington Community  

Membership Initiative
• MA Teachers Association

•  Active Duty Military  
& Veterans

• Playwrights Welcome
• MassWIC
• Connector Care 
• EBT 
• Volunteer Ushers

for All

Joy Clark and the cast of The Drowsy Chaperone. 

M
ARK S. HOW

ARD
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Generous friends like you advance our mission to produce and present live theatre in Greater Boston with 
an intimate approach that promotes inclusivity and connection. The Lyric Stage leads an effort to integrate 
live theatre and theatre education into the lives of all residents of greater Boston. We extend our sincere 
thanks to those who make our work possible. Together we can. 
This list has been updated to reflect gifts through MARCH 18, 2025. For questions, concerns, or 
details, please contact Elizabeth_Carsley@lyricstage.com. 
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Please help us keep the art on stage  
by purchasing your tickets directly  

through Lyric Stage Boston.
How to purchase: lyricstage.com or call 617.585.5685 

In person at 140 Clarendon Street, 2nd floor.

Don’t overpay or accidentally purchase a ticket from an 
unauthorized website. Some common indicators that a website  
is an unauthorized ticket reseller are:

•  Large service fees 

•  Rows are listed without seat numbers or only a 
section is listed

•  The price on the ticket is different than what you paid

We are not responsible for unauthorized ticket purchases  
and we do not support the reselling of tickets at a price above 
printed face value. If you weren’t allowed in the theater due to 
an unauthorized ticket purchase, report back to the seller and 
demand a refund. If you are unsuccessful, consider contacting  
your credit card company for a refund.

We encourage reporting of unauthorized ticket brokers or 
websites to the Mayor’s Office of Consumer Affairs and Licensing at 
617.635.4165 and mocal@boston.gov as well as the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Attorney General at 617.727.8400.

Lyric Stage Boston is a non-profit  
organization and the only official ticket  

provider for our performances.



PAIGE CLARK
“Playing Lexi has been a gift and a challenge. I find that she is the 
extreme of a lot of traits I value in myself: organized, strong, caring. 
But it's also uncomfortable to expose some of the darker parts of 
my own personality: controlling, jealous, selfish. I hope everyone 
watching gets a chance to recognize their shadow self and find 

ways to heal it.” – Paige Clark (Lexi)

ARTHUR GOMEZ
“The Great Reveal has been a special play for me. I was able to 
bring Christopher to life in one of its last readings before moving to 
production. Being able to work with David, Bridget, and Charlotte 
on really fleshing him out has just been icing on the cake (no pun 
intended). Truly grateful for Paige, Toni, and Jupiter who provided 

so much support to allow Christopher to bloom.” – Arthur Gomez (Christopher)

JUPITER LÊ
“Here’s to family — biological, actuarial, and found family. And to 
the greatest reveal of all: love. 

PS: If anyone has blankets for Linus, he will be patiently waiting 
after this party.” – Jupiter Lê (Linus)

ANTONIA TURILLI
“I’ve found that working on a show set in such a tumultuous time 
has proved to be more relevant now than it may have been in 2020. 
In certain scenes, finding love in the relationships my character 
has with others has been challenging, just as it was for me in 
some relationships in my life. I can imagine this is not an exclusive 

experience, and my hope is that audiences feel seen in the story we share with them, as 
these characters are truly not that different from any one of us.” – Antonia Turilli (Dosia)

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
What has being a part of  
The Great Reveal meant to you?

THE GREAT REVEAL          23



Join us for the 2025 Lyric First Page  
Playwriting Festival!

Meet the future of Boston theatre  
on Monday, June 2 at 7pm. 

The Lyric First Page Festival consists of readings  
of 10-minute plays by talented Greater Boston  

playwrights in grades 6 – 12. Plays will be selected, 
workshopped, and read by current theatre  
professionals. Submissions close on April 11.

Learn more at LyricStage.com under  
Education in our menu of options.

Lyric First Page playwrights & directors and performance (2024).

JILLIAN SULLIVAN
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ABOUT YOUR THEATRICAL HOME:

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces 
the its work at 140 Clarendon Street, the historic 
YWCA Building, which resides on the land of the 
Massachusett and Pawtucket Peoples.

The Massachusett Peoples are the descendants 
of the original people that the English first 
encountered in what is now the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. The Pennacook tribe, 
sometimes called Pawtucket and Merrimack 
Indians, lived in northeastern Massachusetts and 
southern New Hampshire. The Nipmuc Peoples 
occupied the interior portion of what is now 
Massachusetts and parts of Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
has inhabited present day Massachusetts and 
Eastern Rhode Island for more than 12,000 years.

140 Clarendon Street is also the home of YW 
Boston, formerly known as the YWCA Boston, 
an organization that was at the forefront of 

many social movements throughout the history of the city of Boston. YWCA Boston was 
first established in 1866, and began operating out of 140 Clarendon Street in 1927. YWCA 
helped propel many programs and initiatives for young women across the country, such 
as sex education, women’s suffrage advocacy, bilingual instruction for immigrant women, 
the International Conference of Women Physicians, and the Interracial Seminar. Today, 
YW Boston’s work focuses on addressing racial and gender inequities through a variety of 
diversity, equity, and inclusion services, youth programming, advocacy, and more.

In 1991, the Lyric Stage moved to 140 Clarendon Street from its former home on Charles 
Street. The current theater and adjacent offices were constructed on the second floor of 
the building, and a fourth floor rehearsal hall was added in 2016.

In 2021, YW Boston and its investment partners sold the building to Beacon Communities, 
who rehabilitated approximately 50,000 square feet of existing hotel and residential 
spaces into affordable housing units, health and wellness amenities, and offices for 
building management staff operated in partnership with the Pine Street Inn. The building 
contains 210 apartments (an increase of 92 housing units), all of which are income-
restricted to households with incomes at or below 60% of the Area Median Income.

As a part of the sale, Beacon Communities and Lyric Stage negotiated a new 19-year lease, 
ensuring that 140 Clarendon Street will be the Lyric Stage’s forever home. 

140 CLARENDON STREET

For more on your visit and how to contact us, box office hours, ticketing &  
performance policies, and other FAQs go to lyricstage.com & click on YOUR VISIT.

BENJAM
IN ROSE
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LYRIC STAGE COMPANY OF BOSTON STAFF

Courtney O’Connor, Producing Artistic Director 

Elizabeth Carsley, Audience Engagement Manager
Alex Chisholm, Director of Philanthropy
David D’Agostino, Production Manager
Marita Gattone, Guest Experience Manager
Heather Darrow, Director of Marketing
Adele Nadine Traub, General Manager
Chandra Pieragostini, Associate Director of Education
Alexandra Smith, Community & Artistic Programs Manager
Kandyce Whittingham, Marketing & Digital Content Associate

Yvonne Murphy, Eva Murray, Michele Proude,  
 Lyric City Stage Teaching Artists

Box Office & Front of House:
Madeline Finkleman, Mitch Kiliulis, Caleb Palmer, 
Lindsey Weaver, Box Office & House Managers 
Regina Ashley, Anjali Bakhru, Jazlyn Compton,  
Skylar Cuminotto-Reis, Angelina DeMonte, Chloe Hein, 
Kim MacCormack, Carlisle Robbins, Jillian Sullivan,  
Box Office & Front of House Assistants 

Amanda Li, Jillian Sullivan, Community Engagement/ 
 Marketing Assistants
Angelina DeMonte, Ashley McCue,  
 Administrative Associates
Regina Ashley, Development Assistant
Sara Luna Ortega, Community & Artistic Assistant

Stage Managers 2024/25 Season: 
Charlie Berry*, Lisette van den Boogaard, 
Lucas Bryce Dixon*, Shauwna Dias Grillo*, 
Polly Feliciano*, Thomas M. Kauffman*,  
Ally MacLean, Hazel J. Peters*, Nerys Powell*

Set Construction:
The scenery for this production was constructed by  
Wooden Kiwi Productions, LLC.

Additonal Staff:
Melissa Wagner-O’Malley, Graphic Design
Belinda Thresher, Abella Publishing Services
Leslie Holmquist, Bookkeeping

*Denotes member of Actors’ Equity Association

The Lyric Stage Company of Boston produces and 
presents live theatre in Greater Boston with an intimate 
approach that promotes inclusivity and connection. 
The Lyric Stage leads an effort to integrate live theater 
and theater education into the lives of all residents of 
Greater Boston.

Founded in 1974 by Ron Ritchell and Polly Hogan,  
the Lyric Stage is Boston’s oldest resident theatre 
company. After establishing a loyal following on 
Charles Street, Ron and Polly led a successful 1991 
campaign to create the Lyric Stage’s current home on 
Clarendon Street. Polly was the chief negotiator for 
the NEAT (New England Area Theatres) contract, which 
made it easier for local producers to hire members 
of Actors Equity Association, the union for actors and 
stage managers.

In 1998, Spiro Veloudos was appointed Producing 
Artistic Director. During his tenure, he continued 
Ron and Polly’s commitment to local artists; with 
few exceptions, the theatrical artists that work at the 
Lyric Stage live in the Greater Boston area. Spiro also 
established a reputation for staging large musicals 
in the Lyric Stage’s modest playing space, including 
a signature Sondheim Initiative, which covered ten 
musicals over twenty years. 

In 2016, the Lyric Stage opened Clarendon Hall, a year-
round rehearsal space. Clarendon Hall is available at 
a subsidized rate to members of the Boston Dance 
Alliance and other arts organizations and individuals. 

Theatre-based education has been a core of the Lyric 
Stage’s mission since its founding. In 2019, the Lyric 
Stage merged with City Stage Co. and its expanded 
education programs include Lyric City Stage, teaching 
artists working in classrooms in the Boston Public 
Schools, the Lyric First Page playwriting festival for 
students, and the new Lyric Back Stage. 

Following Spiro’s retirement in 2019, the board 
appointed Matt Chapuran as Executive Director, 
and shortly after, Courtney O’Connor was named 
Artistic Director. In the fall of 2023, Courtney was 
appointed Producing Artistic Director, continuing 
the work centering Lyric Stage in Boston’s theatrical 
community, introducing live theatre to new audiences, 
and promoting new theatrical voices in Boston and 
nationwide.



The Boston theatre community is resilient, 
but more importantly, it supports its members. Since 1997,  
TCBF has provided financial support to artists experiencing  

catastrophic hardship. Please consider making a tax-deductible  
donation today to help artists in need—all donations  

go directly back to the community you love. 

WANT TO SUPPORT  
ARTISTS IN NEED? 
DONATE TO TCBF.

For more information (and to APPLY  
for funding relief), visit tcbf.org.

Scan to Donate



We’re celebrating WBUR’s 75th 
birthday with a big bash for the city 
we love. The three-day lineup will 
feature captivating conversations, 
musical performances, multiple 
stages and a lively street scene. It will 
be serious stuff, and wicked fun, too.

Alisa Amador Eric Ripert Kara Swisher Sam Sanders

Busy Philipps Roxane Gay Michael Barbaro Ina Garten

Dr. Anthony FauciJamelle Bouie Ira GlassDr. Kimberlé Crenshaw


